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| &t VYSTRRL (the Superior Infantry School) where the
ol u a

staff worked on such probloms as the best meih Iy wedpens
and the Anatructors wers experts in the use of weapons by varieus cembat
units and learned the advantages and disadventuges of various weapems, the
staff neither designed nor produced the waspons.

In regard to tlﬁ_ﬁﬁ[nwure of various military rofresher osurses
in the Soviet Ay, exch arm and service had its own refresher ceurse. There
were twe types of military refresher courses. Courses included in the first
type were referred to as "Povtorniye Kursi® or "Knrsi Usevershenstvevaniye®.
Such initiel refresher courses would be atterded by an effiocer whe, after
having graduated from a military schoel (uchilishe), did net attend s ailitery
scademy fer a period of four or five years after his gredustion frem the
efficers scheel. The officer would then have to g te a refresher oceurse

of the first type for a peried of from four te six memths. These ceurses 25X1
tsught new weapons and their tacticel use. After another four er five

years, if the offiocer still had not been chesem te attemd a military scedeny,
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te a5 "Aksdemicniskiys Rassi® for nine memths. Thess Goursas, alsd cevered

© D6W Weapons but lu groiter tevhnical dewtail and aise inoluded theory.

These courass also emphasized to a grecter sxtent the tactical uge of
troeps and acquaintancs with ths tacties of cther besio arms. -The second
type of refreshar courza was degiznad && propare an oificer to command self-
sustaining or independent units, 3 » zn infantry regiment or an independert
unit of soms other type.

There were no separets miiivary refvesher 2vurses given ‘for speoific weapons
such as automatic weapons, artiltlery, tockets .and missiless Artillery.
refresher courses would include ingtructien an anditank . artillery, for
example (however, antiair.c#f* .rtillery was taught separately and the-
courses were given in-the' Crimeai. Automatin wespens were included in the
infentry -rofresher zourses * wail as the use of mortars. As of early 1941
there were'no rockets or miiiiies in ths Scviet ‘Armys there were only rifle
grenades. Technical expert: would not he assigned as imstructors te refresher
courses becsuse only tha sverage army officor -attended the military refresher
couras. ' The better officers wove tant ez studenmts to the various military
academiss.

Because of the seocresy iavc?vet in the matter of research and develepment
of new military weampons in the USSR. ne specialists on suoch subjects as
artillery, mutomatis wespons, rocket:, and other types of weapons lectured
at the Frunze Military Academy. Ounce new woipons b ecame generally knewn

in Army circles, lectures an the wenpons wer= normally given by the regular
instructors at the academyr. Such extrems c2ci'ecy developed only after 1930.
"p to the German invasion of ths USSR in Jume 1841, there were about ten
W.épong which were kapt el wvsn 1ram the Army itself. ‘They were known
neturells 42 £hs pariic sThnisal cmmittes of the Amy General Staff
which had developed the weapen. The Technical Committee (Technichiski
Kemitet) in 1941 was under Marshel Kuiik. He was in charge of supply and
equipmert for the Soviet Army and h;:_i_f:armexii;y been chief of artillery. He
epereted unicr the Ammy Chief =f lralf. The overall Techaloal Committee,
88 indicated aarliie was broiken up inte varieus
technical committosz, ome for a2rilllery, cne for the engineers, etc. The
sxistence of ths seoret wespons was not even divilged to the taotiocal
inetruoters at the FFrunze Mii ttary Acadewmy. The secret weapens weres (a)
the Kstiusha - a rocket isuncher which was used after the German invasien
but did not preve very effestvive, () automatic rifle firing 30 rounds.

from ome clip ~ it was used in the Soviet Army but was not distributed
systematically, (c) PPS: (the Shoshin machine plstol - pistolet pulemot
Shoshine) was distributed as an Suxilary weapen to machine gunners, artillery
porsonnel, and sergeants, (d) and {s) two types of antitank rifles = both 25X
were put into service, (f) new types of aviation bombs (fregmentation, ete),
(g) the T-34 tank had been issued seoretiy in limited quentity to Soviet
military schools in the winter of 1940-41; the troops were mot yet taught
how to use the new tank: the basic tanks at that time were the T«26 and the
BT tenk (for use of cavairy and reccnnsisance units), (h) the XV tank (Klim
Voroshilov) appesred at cnce after the German invasion; it wes & 74 ton teak

and cnly about betwaen 20 and 4C of them wars manufactured until productiom
was halted because they were too Lieavy.

There were "restrioted" courses in the Frunce Military Academy. The most
important, of course, was the instruction given at the Spetsshkole (the

Soviet nilitery espiomage schooi) which until April 1941 ocoupi two 25X1
top fleors of the Prunte Militery Acedemy in Moscew ’
April 1941 the Spetsshkols was ncved to the Phili o . oOW, her
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type of "restricted" course gi7en st Frunze was the one which was presented 25X1

during the period Julvedumnst T840 Myt o the scrmanding generals of :
infeutry end tenk divisicns in the Seviet Army tock a special course at’ i o
Frunze at that time.  The pPrograw wags .authorized by the Soviat s T : ’
of Steli and liad' been braparsd by 20 or 30 Frunze instructo ‘ cd
was taught by soms of the Frinze imstrustora, o E
The' course ‘was, open to cZamanding isnsrals of dIVisions and it took up such i
problems ac aniitark ‘efense snd iessons learned from the first ‘Russo~
Fimnish war. . In additicn, thers wors st times courses of a similar nature
glven &t Frunze for chief: cf staff p corps and divisions.

6. In addition to the above special courses at Fiunze, each-Soviet military
distrist held annusl meetings fox the "command ing generals of ‘corps and:
divisions in their. arems. At's latar date,’ . the chiefs of staff of the
corps and divisions were also given levtures, by either the chief of staff
of the militery distrist or = reg recentative of the Soviet Army Gensrel Staff.

] The ‘subjeot matter deuit primeri’y with new military dootriness After the
g : lectures, command pest erer:isas {CPX) were conducted.

T A special military sch::: was 59t up as w0 atfiliate of the Frunze Mlitary
Aocsdemy after the Soviet et of Peland in 19359, The oooupation had
been inefficient and disordariy and 1t hecsme obvious thera was a need for
additionel staff officers. Thor sfere, the VShSh§ (Vishiya Shkole 8htabnoi
Sluzhbi - Supericr School of Staff Duties) was founded snd utilised training
materials from Frunze and recsivas cther help. It was designed to train
2500 officers in staff duties during = two year perlod. There wers 200 f
instmetors on tactical suriect: and about iGO om mobilization, politierl
instruction, eto., It was a sexret course and particularly 4in regard to the

) fact theat 50C of the student officers were trained as mobilization specialists.
All the students were truined in staff duties and in tactics from the battalion
through the divigional level., The duration of the courss was shortened to
one year. It was a very ling day for each student officer: mnine hours per
day of cless and field work acd four heurs of study. In order to f£ind
sufficient instructors +c teact a* thic pew s:heol, various ex-officers were
released from priscn {thoss rad Lesp intarcarated for political reasons) and
8Om® reserve r Nicar: vorg -ailed “¥e it should be indicated that at that
time any reserve officer fn tra Stvist armmy was an inferior officer as the
gocd officers had to remain ap sontiruous active duty, The VShShS which had
been located in the Mos-ow Suturt of Philt was cleged in April 1941 as the
USSR was readying iiself for war and felt that it had more or less enough
graduates from this schocl, The premises of this school et Phili was taken
over by the Spetsshkcis.

T 25X1

CONFIDENTIAL

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/27 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600050344-5




